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Winona State University’s Nepalese Student 
Association (Nepali Club) 
celebrated the annual Holi Festival 
this past weekend at the gazebo on 
campus. 
Students and members of the 
Winona community gathered at the 
center of campus to celebrate one 
another and the new connections 
made through playful activities full 
of joy and color. 
The Holi Festival, also known 
as the “Festival of Colors,” is a 
celebration in Hindu culture. The 
day of the Festival is known as 
marking the end of winter and 
welcoming the spring season, while 
celebrating with others to create 
new beginnings. 
A huge part of the celebration is 
the literal vibrancy of it, as all who 
celebrate are invited to rejoice in 
colored water and powder, throwing 
it into the air and dousing one 
another in it. 
“The vibrancy of colors is 
something that brings in a lot of 
positivity in our lives,” Nepali 
Club President Ramila Barun 
Shrestha said. “Holi is a day worth 
rejoicing.”
Held from 12-2 p.m., the Nepali 
Club opened the festivities to both 
students and the community of 
Winona. The festival was even 
more noticeable at the center of 
campus due to classes not being 
held because of Spring Break Day. 
Community members brought 
their children to the event to 
celebrate alongside Winona State 
students, making for a joyous 
display of interaction. Students who 
were a part of the Nepali club and 
as well as non members showed 
up to participate in the celebration, 
mingling alongside community 
members.
 “I came because my friends 
told me about it and I wanted 
to experience something new,” 
Gregory Lito, a transfer student 
majoring in Creative Digital Media, 
said. “[The most fun part] is all of 
the colors, playing with the water, 
and the weather was great!”
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The Winona State Nepali Club hosted the Holi Festival at the gazebo on Friday, April 19. 
Also known as the “Festival of Colors,” the celebration uses colored water and powder to 
mark the end of winter, the start of spring and new beginnings in Hindu culture.
Winona State hosts Holi Festival
Continued on page 10, Holi.
Since 1919April 24, 2019 / Vol. 99, No. 25
Nepali Club celebrates “Festival of Colors” marking end of winter
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On Thursday, April 18 a budget forum was held that detailed 
the budget for Winona State Univer-
sity for the upcoming year. 
The budget has not been finalized 
at this time. 
The budget is being based off of 
the previous year’s budget of $90 
million. 
Scott Ellinghuysen, vice presi-
dent for finance and administration 
services and CFO, said 78% of 
the budget is allocated to the staff 
at the university to pay them and 
for fringe benefits, 2% is directed 
toward student employment and the 
remaining 20% goes towards man-
aging the university as a whole. 
The budget for the university is 
determined by members of the Min-
nesota House and Senate. 
“[The system] office and the 
board has what’s called an alloca-
tion model,” Ellinghuysen said. 
“So, when the money comes from 
the legislature, when they appro-
priate the money to the system, it 
goes to that system office first. They 
run it through this allocation model 
which is really just a big, huge excel 
spreadsheet with like 15 different 
tabs, it drives out a number that 
goes out to each campus.”
Winona State is working with 
legislators to maintain a freeze on 
tuition for another two years. 
Ellinghuysen said if a tuition 
freeze does not get passed, tuition 
will raise 3%. The 3% raise equals 
$7.32 per credit, which translates 
to $221.30 annually for a student 
taking fifteen credits per semester. 
$600,000 was added to the Wi-
nona State’s budget for Education 
Village, opening fall semester of 
2019. 
Ellinghuysen said that the money 
is going towards the staff of Educa-
tion Village, as well as to maintain 
the building. 
It is uncertain whether cuts will 
need to be made in order to accom-
modate the budget. 
Denise McDowell, vice president 
for enrollment management and 
student life, said finding priorities 
for spending first is key.
“The thing we need to look at is 
what are the priorities, what are the 
must-haves and what are the nice-
to-haves,” McDowell said. “And 
those things that are a must-have are 
priorities and we want to preserve 
those, no matter what, even if that 
means us looking at external fund-
ing with grants and other opportu-
nities.”
Student enrollment and tuition are 
factors that go into the budget. 
“Enrollment is an influencer based 
on the number of students we bring 
in as far as new entering freshmen, 
the number of new entering transfer 
students we bring in, the number 
of new entering graduate students 
we bring in, but more importantly 
the number of students we retain 
is really a primary driver as well,” 
McDowell said. 
At this time, there is no specific 
date where the budget will become 
finalized. 
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Scott Ellinghuysen, the vice president for finance and administration services and chief financial officer, explains the 
projections for the 2020 fiscal year budget on Thursday, April 18 in the Haake Conference Room. The forum was 
open to students and faculty and presented a rough outline of the 2019-20 school year. 
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Next semester, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) train-
ing will be available for nurses in 
the Winona area. 
The training will take place the 
first week of October 2019 in Haake 
Hall.  
SANE nurses are registered nurses 
who have received special training 
so they may provide care and test-
ing to individuals who have been 
sexually assaulted. Winona Health 
currently only has about four nurses 
who are SANE certified. 
It became clear to Nicole Ruh-
land, Student Senate chair of 
Student Services, that the lack of 
SANE certified nurses was a prob-
lem after she heard about a young 
woman from Winona who visited 
three health facilities before get-
ting the help she needed after being 
assaulted. 
“There was a student last semes-
ter who went to the Winona clinic 
but they are only open until four, 
and obviously a lot of sexual as-
saults happen after that time, so she 
couldn’t go there” Ruhland said. 
“She went to Winona Health, but 
there was nobody on duty who was 
trained so she went to La Crosse, 
where there was again nobody on 
duty. She went to Rochester, where 
there was nobody trained on duty.”
Ruhland said this story is appall-
ing. 
“It’s kind of appalling if you think 
about it. She ended up not being 
able to get that exam,” Ruhland 
said.
The exam helps survivors of sexu-
al assault in many ways.
“The exam not only collects stuff 
that would be needed for court if 
you wanted to press charges, but it 
is also an examination of your body 
because many things can be dam-
aged [in an assault],” Ruhland said. 
“It can be hard to tell what the dam-
age is, so somebody with a trained 
eye needs to be able to see what’s 
happening.”
Not getting the exam could poten-
tially cause future pain for patients.
“If something was torn or ripped 
and it is not caught, that can be a 
lot of pain for a really long time,” 
Ruhland said. 
Currently, four emergency room 
nurses from Winona Health have 
committed to the SANE training.
“From what it sounds like, at 
Winona Health four ER nurses are 
for sure going to come and they are 
trying to get one more. They also 
might have someone who works in 
the women’s health clinic get certi-
fied,” Ruhland said.
Christina Melecio, president of 
Student Senate, said Ruhland took 
charge of solving the issue of not 
having enough SANE nurses. 
“Nicole Ruhland took the reins 
on getting the training set up. She 
worked with Connie Karama and 
they both worked with Winona 
Health to try and figure out a solu-
tion to having a lack of certified 
nurses available,” Melecio said. 
“They came up with this plan.” 
Melecio, like Ruhland, was both-
ered by the story of the young wom-
an not being able to get her exam.
“That really bothered me, and I 
took it to President Olson and his 
cabinet, and we went from there 
before I assigned it to my Student 
Services chair to take over,” Mele-
cio said. “I’m not sure how accurate 
the story I heard about the girl was, 
but it doesn’t matter. We only had 
four previously trained SANE nurs-
es, and that’s simply not adequate 
so this was a good thing to take on 
regardless.”
Although training more SANE 
nurses cannot guarantee 24-hour 
coverage, Ruhland said she be-
lieves the training will ensure that 
there will be more times in which a 
SANE nurse is on duty.
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MORGAN REDDEKOPP
academic and administrative reporter
mreddekopp16@winona.edu “There was a student last semester 
who went to the Winona clinic but they 
are only open until four, and obviously 
a lot of sexual assaults happen after 
that time, so she couldn’t go there. 
She went to Winona Health, but there 
was nobody on duty who was trained 
so she went to La Crosse, where there 
was again nobody on duty. She went 
to Rochester, where there was nobody 
trained on duty.”
-Nicole Ruhland, Student Senate chair of student services
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Horoscopes Week of April 24 By: Shannon Galliart
Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
This is going to be a very successful 
week for you, Taurus. Life’s been 
hard lately, accept this welcomed 
break.
Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
This week is going to be very 
productive for you. The stars are on 
your side.
Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
This is your week. Your efforts will 
not be wasted.
Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Be more adaptable and flexible this 
week. If you need help, seek out the 
wisdom of a female figure in your 
life.
Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Things have been difficult for you 
lately. Take a step back and re-
evaluate your situation. 
Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
You’ve got a lot going on this week. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help.
Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Now is the time to make all the 
changes you’ve been meaning to 
make. Start this new chapter of your 
life on a good foot.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
You may find yourself in a touchy 
situation this week. Don’t let this 
intimidate you. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
You’ve let your emotions get the 
best of you this week. Take a minute 
to calm down and then apologize 
for any damage your emotions may 
have caused.
Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) 
This week, you need to face the 
consequences of your actions. Be 
apologetic and fully admit your 
wrongdoing.
Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
You may be feeling down and out 
this week. That’s okay, take time to 
refresh yourself and start again.
Aries (March 21 to April 19)
Put energy into finishing all the 
tasks that need to be done this week. 
If you do it all early in the week, 
then you have plenty of free time 
later!
7:30 a.m.: A theft of money, 
binoculars and other items in the 
East Lake Apartments parking lot. 
The incident was reported to security 
on April 16. The theft was referred to 
Winona Police Department. 
7:30 a.m.: Someone tampered with a 
motor vehicle in the East Lake Apart-
ment parking lot. The incident was 
reported to security on April 16. The 
tampering was referred to the Winona 
Police Department. 
April 18
1:30 p.m.: Handicap parking signs 
were stolen from the west Kryzsko 
Commons parking lot. The theft was 
referred to student conduct. 
Wednesday, April 17, Winona State University’s Student 
Senate met for their second-to-last 
meeting of the year. 
Senate quickly entered the mo-
tions portion of their meeting after 
taking care of club affairs such as 
UPAC’s Como Zoo trip on April 27. 
The Alliance of Student Organi-
zations (ASO) also addressed the 
upcoming Student Leadership and 
Involvement Awards ceremony on 
April 29 at 4 p.m. in East Room. 
Upon entering the motions portion 
of the meeting, Zaria Smith, chair 
of the academic affairs committee, 
proposed a motion that she and the 
committee had made. 
The proposed motion was in 
regards to the expenses that students 
have to pay for textbooks, which 
can become a hindrance on students 
finances.
The primary portion of the motion 
read as follows: 
“Whereas, studies have shown 
that high costs of textbooks hinder 
the academic success of students. 
Whereas, students are required to 
take general courses, students need 
more textbook options and in-
creased access to textbooks through 
textbook reserves on the Winona 
State Campus. Therefore, be it 
resolved, WSUSS and Academic 
Affairs Committee, in partnership 
with WSU Foundation and WSU 
Administration, recommend an 
increase in the availability of text-
books for the most frequently taken 
general courses.”
After Smith proposed the motion, 
the motion reached a passing vote 
of 100% from senate. 
This being done, the motion will 
be given to the WSU Foundation 
and Winona State Administration as 
a highly requested call for action. 
If these groups agree to the motion, 
textbooks for the most frequently 
taken general classes such as ENG 
111, HERS 204 and CMST 191 
would be purchased for the textbook 
reserves on campus. 
Smith also stated in the meeting 
that as an attempt to go green on 
the Winona State campus. Panda 
Express will be eliminating their 
plastic bags, and there will be no 
plastic bags provided by Dining 
Services. Plastic straws will also be 
replaced with biodegradable paper 
straws, with metal straws being sold 
for those students and faculty who 
would prefer them.
Student Senate closed their meet-
ing by addressing tuition for stu-
dents next year.
Student Senate recommended a 
0% increase in tuition. 
Senate will be returning for one 
more official meeting on Wednes-
day, April 24 before closing up for 
the year. 
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Winona State Student Senate met on Wednesday, April 17 in the Purple Rooms, one of the main topics discussed 
was the availability of textbooks for popular general education courses.  
Senate talks textbook reserve
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA
April 24
Child Abuse Awareness Walk
Time: 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Gazebo
Contact: Kendra Swenson
kswenson16@winona.eduHave a burning 
opinion? Want 
to share a 
news tip?
 
Send your questions, 
opinions and suggestions to 
zsbailey14@winona.edu
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30
Nursing Research Day Proclamation
Time: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Nursing Research on the Green
Contact: Kathryn Lammers 
klammers@winona.edu
WSU Celebrates New Artwork 
Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Kryzsko - Baldwin Lounge
Contact: Joe Reed 
jreed@winona.edu
Celebrate Arbor Day with WSU
Time: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: The Gazebo
Contact: Amy Runck
arunck@winona.edu
Criminal Justice Fundraiser
Time: 12 - 7 p.m.
Location: Jaysee Shelter
Contact: Sami Pettey
samipettey@gmail.com
College of Science & Engineering Ice Cream 
Social 
Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Location: Student Laboratory Center - Front Lawn
Contact: Charla Miertschin
cmiertschin@winona.edu
Chamber Ensembles
Time: 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Location: Performing Arts Center - Vivian Fusillo 
Main Stage
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt 
mlenhardt@winona.edu
On April 25 at 9 p.m., Winni-peg-based band Living Hour 
will be performing at Ed’s (no 
name) Bar.
Gil Carroll (guitar), Adam Solo-
way (vocals and guitar), and Alex 
Chochinov (drums, trumpet, and 
organelle) have been friends since 
childhood, and have played together 
since they were eight years old. 
Sam Sarty, who sings and plays 
keyboard and trombone, began 
playing with the three after meeting 
them at College and playing togeth-
er. 
After cycling through a few bass 
players, Brett Ticzon joined the 
group.
Since starting in 2015 in a base-
ment, the group has released two 
albums, the latest of which came 
out on March 1. 
“It was so much work—both 
emotional and time-consuming—to 
release that album, but it was so 
worth it,” Sarty said. “What’s really 
rewarding is that we released the al-
bum and fell in love with it all over 
again. We went with our emotions 
when we produced it and I couldn’t 
be happier with it.”
After the release of their album, 
the group embarked on their tour 
throughout the United States. Since 
then, the band has been to cities like 
Minneapolis, Chicago, Washington 
D.C. and Las Vegas, NV. Some of 
their favorite places to tour include 
places where they have to travel 
along the coastline or go past inter-
esting landscapes. 
While the band enjoys playing in 
the big cities, they also recognize 
that some of their favorite places 
mirror their hometown of Winnipeg.
“Winnipeg really has a thriving 
music and arts community that peo-
ple don’t know about,” Sarty said. 
“Sometimes, people don’t realize 
we are here because Winnipeg is so 
far away from everything. But that’s 
what makes it fun—going to states 
and tour and explore other music 
communities, especially those like 
Winnipeg.”
Their favorite part of touring is 
meeting interesting people and 
going to new places. Sarty said 
because she comes from a smaller 
place like Winnipeg, music gives 
her an opportunity to travel and 
meet people she wouldn’t otherwise 
have had the chance to. 
“Winona is this smaller commu-
nity that might get skipped over a 
lot because of its size,” Sarty said. 
“Winnipeg is the same way, so we 
want to make sure to get to those 
places along with going to places 
like New York City. We want to be 
heard in as many places as possible 
and Winona is a great place to help 
us do that.”
Upon hearing how important Ed’s 
is to the Winona music scene, the 
band said they were excited and 
honored to play in such a place. 
Sarty said she hopes that the new 
sounds and words from their second 
album will be that much more inter-
esting in such a meaningful place. 
“Come with some friends,” Sarty 
said. “Be prepared to be open and 
listen to the emotional words and 
music that we created.”
While Ed’s (no name) Bar is 
only 21+, those interested can still 
listen to Living Hour’s music on 
their website, Soundcloud, Youtube 
and Spotify. Patrick Lyons, album 
reviewer for Bandcamp Daily, 
said Living Hour’s “‘Softer Faces’ 
is easy to enjoy immediately and 
superficially, but listen more close-
ly, and it’ll surprise you with its 
depth.”
LIFE
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Touring band visits Winona: Living Hour Profile
“Winona is this smaller com-
munity that might get skipped 
over a lot because of its size. 
We want to be heard in as 
many places as possible and 
Winona is a great place to help 
us do that.”
- Sam Sarty, lead vocalist for Living Hour
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"History on the River" learns about bald ea-
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The Winona State University Foundation, for the third year 
in a row, has hosted the Warriors-
INNOVATE Challenge. For two 
individuals and one group at Wi-
nona State University, their ideas 
and dreams are being turned into a 
reality with the help of the Warriors-
INNOVATE Challenge. 
Winona State’s Film Club won 
$2,500 to help them create a campus 
cinema that will showcase student 
films and feature full-length box 
office films free to students and the 
community. 
The WSU Campus Cinema group, 
Brynn Artley, Noah Mruz, Madeline 
Peterson,  Hailey Torborg and Brin-
ley Zoller, are all sophomores and 
juniors film majors and members of 
the Film Club. 
They shared their excitement for 
the future of their idea. 
“This idea started as a challenge 
issued by my professor in my Film 
490 projects curating class last 
semester. Dr. Johnson challenged 
everyone in the class to create a 
campus cinema because it is some-
thing the university does not have, 
and it would be awesome to have,” 
Artley said. 
The project started between Artley 
and Peterson in class until they 
brought it to the Film Club and 
started making it a reality. 
“At first I thought it was unrealis-
tic and kept thinking to myself ‘how 
could I ever do that?’ But once it 
got rolling and we started talking I 
realized ‘oh my gosh this is some-
thing we actually can do,'” Torborg 
said. 
The Film Club spent nearly six 
months working on the plans and 
proposals to be ready for the chal-
lenge. Mruz said the group put in 
a lot of time to make their dream a 
reality but mentioned they still have 
much more work to do before they 
can get it up and running.  
While the planning process was 
hard at times and the Film Club ran 
into speedbumps, they said they 
all knew in the end it would come 
together and work.   
“I think we knew it would all 
work out in the end because we all 
have experience with the Film Club 
and with the film series as well,” 
Torborg said. “We were able to 
consider all the things that we put 
into those experiences to make this 
happen.”  
Going forward, the Film Club 
plans to use the money they won 
from the WarriorsINNOVATE 
Challenge to get the cinema up and 
running for this upcoming fall. They 
hope to collaborate with existing 
groups on campus to help promote 
different films.       
“Down the road we would like our 
own place to do it but for now it is 
going to be held in Stark 103 since 
we have shown many other films 
there for the Resilience series and 
other things like that,” Zoller said.  
Mruz said the judges were excited 
to see a new and creative thing to 
bring to campus. They encouraged 
the Film Club to work with other 
groups and bring more people into 
the idea.    
“We started a campus cinema, we 
got it up and running and it’s pretty 
cool to have this legacy feeling." 
Mruz said. "It will be cool to come 
back in 10 years and see something 
we did up and running and making 
a difference still.” 
The challenge is not only a place 
for making an idea a reality, but it is 
also a place for students to turn their 
passions into realities. 
For Christopher Schroeder, junior 
film studies major, the Warriors-
INNOVATE Challenge is helping 
him with his movie business, Prime 
Time Filmz. 
“Prime Time Filmz is something I 
made so I could showcase the films 
I produce,” Schroeder said. “I show 
my movies on YouTube, that is my 
only platform for now.” 
As the owner and head of Prime 
Time Filmz, Schroeder turned his 
passion for films and acting into a 
business.      
“There are different channels on 
YouTube to showcase the different 
kinds of movies Prime Time Filmz 
produces,” Schroeder said. “I’ve 
been working on this for about two 
years now I only have plans to make 
it bigger and better.”     
Schroeder felt nothing but dis-
belief when the judges called his 
name.
WarriorsINNOVATE winners announced to campus
INNOVATE, continued on page 9.
“We started a campus cinema, 
we got it up and running and 
it’s pretty cool to have this lega-
cy feeling. It will be cool to come 
back in 10 years and see some-
thing we did up and running 
and making a difference still."
-Noah Mruz, Junior film major
In the week leading up to and including Memorial Day week-
end, Winona State University’s film 
studies department will be hosting 
a travel-study in which students are 
given an opportunity to visit Tellu-
ride, Colorado, and experience the 
annual Mountainfilm Film Festival.
Not to be confused with the 
town’s other film festival, the 
aptly-named Telluride Film Festi-
val, Mountainfilm is documenta-
ry-based, curating nonfiction stories 
that explore topics like the environ-
ment, culture, recreation, political 
and social justice issues and more.
This will be the second year in a 
row for the travel-study.
English and film studies professor 
J Paul Johnson, who is co-leading 
the travel-study with former direc-
tor of the Frozen River Film Fes-
tival Crystal Hegge, said he hopes 
students will learn from the festival 
and the course.
Johnson said a festival like Moun-
tainfilm provides attendees with a 
chance to see a breadth of career 
opportunities.
“Novice-level understanding 
of film is typically predicated on 
people being aware of … somebody 
who’s hitting the headlines with 
big breakout blockbuster films,” 
Johnson said. “What many people 
don’t understand … is that there are 
thousands and thousands of jobs in 
this industry at all levels.”
According to Johnson, Mountain-
film teaches people that film jobs 
burrow deeper than what is dis-
played on a teaser poster.
“There are people who are deep-
ly invested in and working hard at 
the production of films,” Johnson 
said, listing grips, gaffers and sound 
technicians as examples, while also 
adding there are jobs in filmmaking 
that do not “necessarily involve 
being the director of ‘Avengers: 
Endgame’ or ‘Black Panther.’”
Another important concept stu-
dents learn is even the best in the 
industry start at the bottom.
This concept was amplified 
during the 2018 travel-study to 
Mountainfilm when students had a 
chance-meeting with Barry Jen-
kins, director of the 2017 Academy 
Award winner for Best Picture 
“Moonlight.”
Johnson said Jenkins, like all stu-
dents of film, started at the bottom 
and worked his way up.
“He remembered very well being 
at the start of his career,” Johnson 
said. “He remembered getting to go 
to a film festival for the first time, 
getting to meet a few directors, go-
ing up to a couple of others, tapping 
them on the shoulder, asking if he 
could have a minute of their time. 
He was superbly gracious with stu-
dents and talking about that.”
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Film majors travel to Mountainfilm Film Festival
KELLEN BRANDT
features reporter
kbrandt16@winona.edu
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The students of the 2018 travel study to Telluride, Colorado for 
the Mountainfilm Film Festival stand in the town's center. The 
festival showcases documentary films about environmental, 
political, cultural and social justice topics.  
Continued on page 13, Mountainfilm
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“When the judges came out and 
said my name, I didn’t believe it, 
I was shocked. The judges were 
really supportive of the idea and 
they thought it was really creative,” 
Schroeder said. “The judges were 
excited for me and excited to see 
what I was going to do with it going 
forward.” 
The third and final winner of this 
year’s WarriorsINNOVATE Chal-
lenge was Nathaniel Smith, senior 
composite materials engineering 
major.  
Smith started his business, "P.S. 
Adventure More" and made a 
scratch off poster map of the United 
States that is covered in gold foil, so 
the visited states can be scratched 
off when the state has been visited.
“The name comes from my nick-
name, which is Phano, and then my 
last name, Smith, making the P.S., 
and then the adventure more to just 
remind people at the end of it to 
remember to go adventure,” Smith 
said.  
Smith always knew he wanted 
to start a business, but never knew 
what he wanted to do. After eight 
months of brainstorming, Smith 
finally decided on the scratch off 
map after seeing some world maps 
but no great U.S. maps.    
“Making the map itself took about 
200 hours of design work and then 
another 150 hours of communica-
tion with the manufacture I was 
working with,” Smith said. 
Going forward, Smith plans to 
design, produce, manufacture and 
ship a world map to Amazon since 
he still has approximately 300 U.S. 
maps still to be shipped.     
Another idea Smith has is to make 
a national parks map containing all 
the national parks. The back would 
have facts and the maps could sell 
in the national parks.  
“There are not enough dreamers 
in this world, so having the War-
riorsINNOVATE Challenge can 
really inspire people to put some 
risk out there. It meant a lot to me 
and was really inspiring to me and 
my ideas,” Smith said. 
Continued from page 8, INNOVATE.
Lito, in the midst of the 
celebration, was covered head to toe 
in splashes of fuchsia and blue from 
the colored powder being tossed 
around and said he would definitely 
be attending the Festival again. 
The Holi Festival is based on a 
legend in Hindu culture about King 
Hiranyakashipu and his children. 
Hiranyakashyapu had a son named 
Prahlad, whom he wanted to get 
rid of, as well as a daughter named 
Holika. 
Holika is said to have had a 
magic robe that would protect her, 
so the King sent both his son and 
daughter into a burning fire thinking 
that Holika would survive while 
wearing the robe, and Prahlad 
would die. However, the result 
was the opposite of what the King 
had intended. It is believed that 
“no one can harm the person who 
has God as their savior,” and so 
Prahlad came out of the fire safely 
while Holika died. So, the day is 
celebrated with joyful colors and 
interaction to mark the victory of 
goodness over evil.
The Nepali Club had been 
preparing for the Holi Festival all 
semester, gathering colored powders 
to be thrown in celebration, water 
balloons and shooters, snacks and 
Masala Chai, a type of Nepali tea. 
Throughout the entire event they 
played Bollywood and Nepali Holi 
songs to further add to the fun of the 
celebration, and many danced to the 
music. 
The excitement drummed up 
through the playful splashing of 
water shooters and balloons filled 
with color. It grew to the point of 
many taking the water hose itself to 
further spew water into the air and 
onto one another. 
The Nepali Club advised those in 
attendance to not wear clothes they 
were cautious of getting dirty, or in 
this case, tie-dyed. 
“I had so much fun,” one 
participant said as she and her 
family left the event and ventured 
off campus, all of whom were wet 
with bright colors that lingered on 
their faces and clothing.
The Nepali Club received 
feedback during and shortly after 
the event ended, finding that the 
participants’ favorite part of the 
celebration was getting to enjoy 
Mithai (Asian sweets) and the 
Masala Chai as well as the obvious 
fun in playing with water and 
colors. 
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Left to right: Jesus Viloria and Serdar Ubeydullah, members of the WSU soccer club, pose 
for a photo with colors on their shirt and face at the Holi Festival on Friday, April 19 at the 
gazebo.
Prajay Rana, Sailesh Basel, Rickey Marshally and Man Greg shoot water gun at the air to 
mark the end of a water game at the Holi Festival on Friday, April 19 at the gazebo. 
MOHAMMED ISLAM
photographer
mohammed.islam@go.winona.edu
MOHAMMED ISLAM
photographer
mohammed.islam@go.winona.edu
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“It was fun to see others getting 
completely drenched with a bucket 
full of water,” said the WSU Nepali 
Club’s Facebook. “Children real-
ly enjoyed playing with the water 
guns and colors. So, the event was 
successful.”
Following the event, the Nepali 
Club stayed for another 45 min-
utes cleaning up the fun they’d had 
by spraying more water onto the 
ground and sweeping. The club was 
very pleased with the amount of 
participation in this year’s Holi Fes-
tival and hopes to continue growing 
that amount for next year as well. 
The Nepali Club is a relatively 
new group on campus, this school 
year being its third at Winona State 
since its revival. 
Many years ago, the club had 
existed on campus, but had been 
inactive due to lack of students be-
fore recent student interest occurred 
again. 
Currently, there are 15-16 active 
members involved in the club activ-
ities, like the Holi Festival. 
 “As more Nepali students arrived 
in recent years, they decided to 
form a club, and we are happy to 
see that,” Oresta Felts, International 
Admissions Coordinator for Winona 
State and one of the Nepali Club 
advisors, said. “Students have an 
opportunity to share their culture 
with the university, the local com-
munity, and to meet others.”
In the fall semester of the 2018-19 
academic year, the club executed 
its first Nepali Night on campus, 
proving to be a huge hit with Nep-
alese food and performances. This 
semester, the club can add the Holi 
Festival to their growing number of 
activities for the school year, anoth-
er event executed with great partic-
ipation. 
“It is important [to celebrate 
different cultures at Winona State] 
because we can learn about other 
cultures and meet students from 
different countries,” continued 
Felts. “It is important to expand our 
knowledge of the world.”
MOHAMMED ISLAM
photographer
mohammed.islam@go.winona.edu
Kushal Thapa, member of the Winona State Nepali Club starts the water pipe to begin the 
water fight during the Holi Festival on April 19, the festival is a Hindu celebration marking 
the end of winter and the beginning of spring.
MCKENNA SCHERER
features reporter
mckenna.scherer@winona.edu
Netflix, knowing their audience very well, capitalized on the 
4/20 holiday this past weekend by 
releasing the documentary “Grass is 
Greener” by Fred Brathwaite (better 
known as “Fab Five Freddy”), 
which details the United States’ 
storied history with cannabis con-
sumption. 
I went into this documentary 
half-heartedly. Weed, Mary-Janew, 
ganja, that sweet, sweet cheeba, 
whatever you want to call it, is a 
topic of much discussion and, by 
extension, mocking and misinfor-
mation. Aware of the reputation the 
topic has accrued, the filmmakers 
take a no-nonsense approach to its 
existence and the role it plays in 
peoples’ lives. This isn’t a docu-
mentary about getting high and why 
you should too, it’s about racism 
and how it filters even into topics 
those like myself view as minute.  
I was expecting something easy to 
review this week and my hubris got 
the better of me; every second here 
requires constant vigilance. 
Yes, Snoop Dogg’s presence in 
the documentary made me chuckle, 
but he supplements Brathwaite’s 
no-nonsense approach by giving in-
sight into the role weed plays in his 
life, his community’s life and how, 
in the grand scheme of harmful 
things to put in your body, it is an 
ant compared to the larger insects 
out there. 
The big moral of the story here 
is how race factors into cannabis 
and why the legal system has had 
such an antagonistic relationship 
with it. Put simply, the substance 
didn’t become an issue until around 
1910, when reports emerged that it 
was popular with minorities around 
the Mexican border. Fearing their 
race’s inhibitions would be lowered, 
and thusly be seen as equal to other 
non-Aryan races, members of pow-
erful white communities began to 
spread misinformation about it. This 
led to laws, which led to mass-in-
carcerations. 
Even more absurd than that, 
the term “marijuana” was coined 
because people felt it was “more 
Mexican” than “cannabis.” 
I’m taking the documentary’s side 
in this proliferation of information, 
despite my journalism training 
screaming for a balanced presenta-
tion of the facts. My argument here 
is the other side is a representation 
of those who would give and say 
anything to ensure their race is 
dominant over others. This isn’t a 
group concerned with facts; they’re 
interested in propaganda that re-
inforces their narrow-minded and 
one-sided views. 
In other words, while I honor the 
value of one having an opinion, 
that doesn’t mean I have to agree 
with or even respect it—especially 
if it encourages the twisted views 
of an oppressor. To make my point 
incredibly clear, if you think you’re 
better than anyone because of your 
skin color, then your opinion means 
absolutely nothing to me.
Anyhow, the documentary’s 
power comes from the presentation 
of its information. It points out just 
how repetitious the United States’ 
war on drugs has been for the past 
70 years. From one legislation 
requiring mandatory minimum 
sentences, to another requiring even 
stronger punishments, for canna-
bis-users/suppliers, it begins to feel 
like this all has nothing to do with a 
harmful drug as opposed to keeping 
the prison system a thriving indus-
try. 
Cannabis is more than just a pas-
time, it has evolved into something 
that can help treat, and even cure, 
some diseases. Science is on its 
side, but propaganda has proven to 
be more powerful than that. 
You might be saying that weed 
is becoming more common by the 
day, with many states rolling back 
laws that previously prevented it 
from being legal. This is true, but 
this is coming when there are still 
millions of people serving time for 
the very thing we are in the middle 
of normalizing. 
The legalization of weed, as the 
documentary argues, is growing 
tenfold because our society has 
deemed it lucrative. Those in power 
are learning—which is great!—but 
it’s coming at the expense of those 
who have already learned and still 
are paying with their lives in prison. 
The filmmakers demand reparations 
for those who have suffered, and 
I couldn’t agree more. How much 
potential has been destroyed be-
cause of this master race for racial 
superiority? 
It’s hard to argue with pain and 
suffering and the way a filmmak-
er chooses to present it. Even if 
you’re not the “greenest” person 
on the planet, there’s still much to 
be learned here. With sources and 
information like this, “Grass is 
Greener” simply makes itself. 5/5
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The Winonan's film reporter rates "Grass is Greener" 5/5.
JOSH DELAROSA
film reporter
jdelarosa13@winona.edu
Netflix documentary in review: "Grass is Greener"
 
Johnson said he believes those 
who attended the 2018 travel-study 
returned to Winona with a greater 
appreciation for filmmaking.
“I guarantee students came back 
awed … by that experience and re-
ally motivated by it,” Johnson said. 
“I think if you talk to any of them 
who went there last year, I’m pretty 
confident that that is what they’ll 
say.”
Film student Brynn Artley, a soph-
omore who took the travel-study in 
2018, agreed with Johnson.
“I had a ton of fun, highly rec-
ommend the trip,” Artley said. “We 
saw a ton of different films in the 
span of three or four days. We wrote 
up reviews, we made blogs about it. 
It was just a lot of fun.”
While any student can register for 
the course, Johnson said film majors 
and minors are ultimately given 
precedence over others.
“We have a built-in selection sys-
tem, in that it requires a 2.5 GPA,” 
Johnson said. “We do give priority 
to declared film studies majors and 
minors.”
Johnson added a vetting process 
would only take place if the course 
had more students than necessary.
“We rank and evaluate applicants 
if we have more than 20,” Johnson 
said. “I would not at all be dis-
pleased if we had so many people 
wishing to go on this program that 
we had to make those kinds of 
decisions. That would be a good 
problem to have. But right now … 
I’m pretty comfortable with where 
we’re at.”
A caveat of the travel-study is the 
price.
Despite her taking the travel-study 
this year, Brittany Bluhm, a senior 
double majoring in English writing 
and film studies, discussed her past 
financial constraints and how they 
kept her from taking the course and 
attending the festival last year.
“I was hung up on rent and a lot 
of medical bills,” Bluhm said. “I 
was like, ‘There’s no way I can 
come up with $500 (the confirma-
tion deposit) to stash toward the 
trip.’”
According to the brochure for 
2020’s travel-study to Telluride, 
the cost fluctuates around $3,000, 
which includes tuition and student 
fees for the three credits linked to 
the program, as well as roundtrip 
airfare, transportation during the 
program, lodging, breakfasts and 
dinners, admission and event fees 
for all educational activities and the 
Study Abroad administrative fee.
The price is discounted, as well, 
as Bluhm said students taking the 
course will be volunteering with 
film screenings and other activities.
While she was unable to go last 
year, Bluhm said she understood the 
reasoning for the price.
“I think, because our film program 
is relatively new, I can understand 
why it’s maybe a little bit more ex-
pensive,” Bluhm said. “I anticipate 
the school will contribute more in 
the future as long as this trip keeps 
on going.”
According to Johnson, while more 
people would logically bring the 
price down, that would also mean 
jeopardizing the level of attention 
he is able to give in his instruction 
for the course.
“The price—the bottom line for 
the trip—would go down if we had 
20 people instead of 12,” Johnson 
said. “I wouldn’t be opposed to 
having 16 students or even 20 as the 
cap … but it would be a different 
experience for me, a more com-
plex one, and I don’t know if my 
students would get the individual 
attention that I know they will get 
with 12.”
Johnson said the price of the 
travel-study is lower than other trav-
el-studies offered by the school.
“Any travel-study is an expense,” 
Johnson said. “Our travel-study 
to Mountainfilm is about half the 
expense or less than any of the 
international studies … Normally 
to travel abroad, earn three credits, 
over a period of one to two weeks, it 
is going to set a student back proba-
bly about $6,000. The price for our 
students, including the tuition, air 
travel, lodging, festival expenses, 
etcetera, is about $2,600.”
Johnson said he and co-leader 
Hegge do everything they can to 
keep the expenses as minimal as 
possible.
Cost aside, Johnson said he was 
satisfied with last year’s study and 
said he hopes this year’s travel is a 
repeat.
“There’s not really anything that 
we aim to do differently this coming 
year than we did last year,” John-
son said. “We just hope to replicate 
what we’ve done. It is a really nice 
experience for students to be able 
to do this … We have a really good 
partnership with Mountainfilm, and 
it’s a great destination for people to 
be at.”
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Continued from page 12, Mountainfilm.
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Softball sees 24th consecutive victory
Winona State University’s softball team continued their 
winning streak with two wins over 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
on Friday, April 19 and two wins 
over St. Cloud State University on 
Saturday, April 20. 
 Friday’s games proved to be a bit 
of a struggle for the Warriors. 
The first game of the afternoon 
was a close call with a 6-5 win over 
the Bulldogs, with the Warriors six 
winning runs all being brought in 
the sixth and seventh innings. 
Junior Alexis Kelsey hit a home 
run in the sixth, which brought in 
senior Lani Van Zyl. In the sev-
enth Van Zyl returned the favor, 
managing a single to left center 
that brought in two runs, and then 
Kelsey singled up the middle, 
scoring the last two runs for Wi-
nona State to win the first of two 
matches.
 Game two was an intense, 
low-scoring battle that managed 
to stretch over ten innings. The 
Warriors scored one run in the 
second after a home run by junior 
Ali Nowak, and one run in the third 
as sophomore Carly Kordich sent a 
double out to center field and was 
then brought in on an RBI from 
first-year Kayla Kerkman.
 After the fourth inning where the 
Bulldogs brought in a run to tie up 
the score, it was a six inning long 
back-to-back battle for who would 
score the winning run. Finally, after 
three extra innings, sophomore 
Jen Giesey singled through the left 
side, advancing sophomore Ann 
Smolenski home to break the dead 
streak of the game.
  
SYDNEY MOHR
features editor
smmohr16@winona.edu 
The Winona State softball team lines up along the base line to congratulate junior Alison Nowak on her home run 
hit against the University of Minnesota Duluth on Friday, April 19 at the Maynard R. Johnson Field.
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photo editor
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Continued on page 19, Softball
Winona State University’s men’s golf team are champi-
ons again. 
The team placed first after the 
three-day NSIC Championship 
event that steamed from Thursday, 
April 18 through Saturday, April 
20.
The Warriors also showed muscle 
in the individual player standings, 
with four of their players holding 
the top-five placings at the end of 
the event.
Leading the way was senior Ben 
Jasper who took home the spot of 
the weekend with a total score of 
214. 
Jasper proved constant to be fix-
ture at the top of the leaderboard, 
tying for second in the first round 
after carding 72, before taking 
the lead in the second round after 
carding 73. 
The senior ended the event with 
best round yet, carding a 69 to se-
cure himself a first-place finish. 
Jasper was followed by fellow se-
nior Michael Schmitz, who finished 
the outing in a tie for second place 
with a total score of 218. 
Schmitz, who entered the week-
end having just being named the 
NSIC Men’s Golfer of the Week for 
a third time this season, continued 
to impress throughout the NSIC 
Championship. On Saturday, he 
would post the tie best round by 
anyone throughout the event, card-
ing a 66 in the third round. 
While the seniors took the top 
placings, the Warriors did also see 
some promise with their younger 
players, with sophomore Brady 
Madsen finishing in the fourth, 
making him the highest finishing 
sophomore of the event.  
Madsen proved to be consistent 
throughout the three rounds, card-
ing a 72, 77, and a 70 throughout 
the event. His consistency allowed 
him to stay inside the top-10 
throughout the event’s entire dura-
tion. 
Rounding out the top-five was 
Winona State junior Tyler Beeck, 
who improved from a 14th place 
finish in the team’s previous event, 
the NSIC Preview Invitational. 
Like Madsen, Beeck showed a 
consistency, especially with his 
scores, carding a 74 in the first 
round before finishing with 73 in 
both the second and third rounds. 
Finishing out the five-man team 
for the Warriors was junior, Bentley 
Glass, who finishing in a three-way 
tie for 33rd out of 50 participants. 
Glass showed significant improve-
ment in the third round, as after 
an 81, and an 83 in the first two 
rounds, he wrapped up the event 
carding a 72. 
In total, the Warriors scored 870 
(+18 par) to secure first place, and 
finished the event with a sweep, as 
they led in team points throughout 
all three rounds. 
Concordia University, St. Paul 
finished second with a score of 896 
(+44 par), with Bemidji State Uni-
versity in third at 901 (+49 par). 
The NSIC Championship is the 
14th for Winona State, and a first 
for head coach, Jeff Straight, who 
was promoted to the position in 
2015. 
Though the championship has 
been won, there is still work to be 
done for the team, who are now 
qualified for the NCAA DII Super 
Regional, which will take place 
May 9-11 in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas. 
If the Warriors are able to contin-
ue their hot streak of success, their 
season will continue to be extended 
with action in the NCAA Cham-
pionship, which will take place on 
May 21-25 in Daniels, West Vir-
ginia. 
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Wednesday, 
April 24
Thursday,
April 25 
Friday,
April 26
Saturday,
April 27
Sunday, 
April 28
Monday,
April 29
Tuesday, 
April 30
Football
Spring Football 
Game
5 p.m.
.
Baseball at Upper Iowa 
University,
1 p.m.
vs University of 
Mary,
1 p.m.
vs Minot State 
University,
12 p.m.
            
Softball at Wayne State 
College,
1 p.m.
vs. Bemidjii State 
University,
4 p.m.
vs. University of 
Sioux Falls,
12 p.m.
Sports this week... * Home games in bold
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The game ended up being two 
hours and 43 minutes long, almost 
an hour over what normal games 
run.
 “It was exhausting,” Nowak said. 
“That’s a lot of time to be on the 
field, and the fact we had already 
battled through one game didn’t 
make it easy.”
 After long day on the field, the 
Warriors were back at it again on 
Saturday against the St. Cloud State 
University Huskies.
 This first game was immediately 
a big hit, as Van Zyl and Nowak hit 
home runs back-to-back within the 
bottom of the first. 
In the circle, junior Jordyn Kle-
man scattered five hits over her 
54th career complete game in the 
opener to chalk up her 21st win of 
the season. 
Liz Pautz three-hit the Huskies 
for her fourth shutout of the year in 
game two, advancing her win score 
to 14 wins in this season. 
Kleman's 21 wins rank in the top-
10 in the country and Pautz's 0.85 
ERA sits inside the top-five in the 
nation. 
St. Cloud entered the day ranked 
second in the NSIC batting .341, 
however the Warrior duo held the 
Huskies to just eight combined hits.
Pautz walked the first batter 
she faced in each of the first three 
innings of the finale but proceed-
ed to strike out 12 batters, retiring 
11-straight batters from the second 
through sixth innings. Pautz and 
Kleman were both taxed over the 
past week, combing to throw 62 of 
67 innings for Winona State over 
the past seven days.
“It was a crazy long weekend,” 
Pautz said. “I’m glad with how it 
turned out, but it was certainly a 
difficult weekend for us. I’m hop-
ing we can continue our winning 
streak throughout the rest of our 
conference games.”
The Warriors will look to con-
tinue their 24 game winning streak 
Wednesday, April 24 as they travel 
to Nebraska to take on Wayne State 
College. The first pitch will take 
place at 1 p.m. 
Winona State will return home 
this weekend two two game se-
ries starting with the University 
of Mary on Saturday, April 27 
and, concluding Sunday, April 28 
against Minot State University. 
Softball, Continued from page 16
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Kayla Kerkman prepares to advance to second base on Friday, April 19 during a double header against the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth. The Warriors won both games, scoring 6-5 in the first game and 3-2 in the second after 
playing into the tenth inning
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Winona State University’s baseball team looked to 
increase their overall record with 
a twinbill on Tuesday, April 16 
against Wayne State College and a 
weekend series against Augustana 
University. 
The first game, Winona State 
took the win over Wayne State 5-1, 
thanks to four runs in the bottom of 
the third. Starting this was sopho-
more infielder Tanner Williams on 
a fielder’s choice RBI that brought 
sophomore infielder Zac Stange in. 
In the second game of the double-
header, Winona State went scoreless 
off of three hits on 21 total at bats, 
losing 10-0 and splitting the twinbill 
with Wayne State.
In the weekend series, Winona 
State faced Augustana University in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
In the first game of the series Au-
gustana University took the win 2-4 
with a third inning bounce back. 
Sophomore pitcher Austin Savary 
grounded out and brought in ju-
nior first baseman Sam Kohnle and 
junior outfielder Chad Herbst scored 
off of a sacrificed fly by junior An-
drew Pliner making the score 2-0 in 
the top of the secnd inning.
Augustana University rallied 
back in the bottom of the third to 
give them a 4-2 lead over Winona, 
enough to clinch the win. 
In the second outing of the series, 
the game went in a similar fashion, 
Augustana jumped out of the gate, 
scoring four runs in the bottom of 
the second inning and one run in the 
third, fourth and fifth inning making 
the score 7-0. 
Winona State tried to come back 
by scoring five runs in the seventh 
inning but ultimately, it was not 
enough.
Putting insult to injury, Augusta-
na University tallied three runs in 
eighth inning to bring the final score 
to 10-5. 
The third game within the series 
proved to be a high paced, high 
scoring affair. 
Augustana broke out of the gate in 
the first two innings establishing a 
5-0 lead . 
The Warriors scored three runs 
in the top of the third thanks to a 
Stange single up the middle, which 
brought in junior catcher Nick Nal-
ewanski. 
A Martin double to right field sent 
first-year outfielder Mitchell Seager 
home, and Stange scored off of a 
wild pitch. 
Augustana responded back with 
four runs in the bottom of the third.
Winona State tallied eight more 
runs in the game but it was no 
match for Augustana’s 16 total runs 
to cap off the game 11-16. 
Augustana pulled off 20 hits com-
pared to Winona State’s 15, to end 
off the game. 
The final game in the weekend 
series, Winona State prevented 
Augustana from completing a series 
sweep. 
Winona State left the series finale 
with 10 runs over Augustana’s 
seven. 
Kohnle scored off of a Pliner 
groundout, and a handful of errors 
that helped bring in Seager and Wil-
liams to give Winona the first win in 
a brief drought. 
Despite the baseball blues Winona 
State faced, the Warriors look to-
wards playing Upper Iowa Universi-
ty Wednesday April 24 at 1:30 P.M. 
and 3:30 P.M.  in Fayette, Iowa. 
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